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Welcome to the School of Music at Kennesaw State University 
We offer a world class undergraduate education…training future 
performers, music educators, and leaders in the field of music. 
More than 285 majors and minors pursue degrees in performance, 
music education, composition, applied studies, theory, musicology, 
and ethnomusicology. Our programs and students stand out as the 
forerunners for the next generation of inspired musical scholars.
 
We pride ourselves on our students’ accomplishments from 
successfully acing their first theory exams, perfecting their collective 
sounds in performances, to signing contracts for their first real jobs!
 
KSU School of Music has a long-standing tradition of student 
ensemble performances at state, regional, and national music 
conferences. Our student ensembles are regularly featured at 
prestigious conferences throughout the country including the 
Georgia Music Educators, National Collegiate Choral Organization, 
National Band Association, Southern Division College Band 
Directors National Association, and the American Choral Directors 
Association Southern Division and National Conferences.
 
Our faculty are dynamic artists-performers-scholars who are 
conductors, teachers, composers, researchers, and artists who 
regularly perform with the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Atlanta 
Opera, Atlanta Chamber Players, and the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, to highlight just a few. KSU School of Music is a leader in 
music training regionally, nationally, and internationally.
 
Start your journey … where talent is cultivated, creativity is nurtured, 
performers are inspired, and where passion is heard.
 
Leslie J. Blackwell, DMA 
Interim Director, School of Music
2020-2021
Jazz I Program
(To be chosen from the following.)








I Love Being Here With You
 Lee & Schluger/Richards
I’ll Remember April 
DePaul Johnston & Raye/Crotty
I’ve Got the World On a String
 Koehler & Arlen/Wolpe
Stella By Starlight 
Washington & Young/Nowak
Jazz II Program
Zippety Doo Dah 
Wrubel & Gilbert/Holmes























































A native of Conyers, Georgia, Sam Skelton has been active in the Atlanta 
music scene for well over three decades. Mr. Skelton graduated summa cum 
laude from Georgia State University with a degree in Jazz Studies. During his 
course of study at GSU, Sam was a Montgomery Music Scholar and a two-time 
fellowship recipient to the Aspen Music Festival. He continued his saxophone 
studies with Kenneth Radnofsky at Boston University in 1991, focusing on 
classical saxophone and music education. Other teachers include David and 
James “Dub” Hudson and Jeff Benedict.
Sam is currently Director of Jazz Studies and Senior Lecturer in Saxophone at 
Kennesaw State University. He is also Artistic Director of GSO Jazz and GYSO 
Jazz. Sam served as Professor of Saxophone at Georgia State University from 
1991 to 2004, Jazz Ensemble Director at Georgia Tech from 2002-2004, and 
Artist-in-Residence at the University of Georgia Jazz Department. He also 
served as Visiting Professor of Saxophone at Furman University 2001-2002. 
Professional associations include: The Jazz Educators Network, Georgia 
Music Educators Association, Georgia Association of Jazz Educators, National 
Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences (voting member) and the American 
Federation of Musicians. For his contributions to the city’s cultural life, Atlanta 
Public Broadcasting named him a “Lexus Leader in the Arts” in 2003. Sam is 
proud to be a Conn-Selmer and D’Addario Artist.
Biographies
Wes Funderburk
Wes Funderburk has performed across the United States and Europe and is 
currently one of the most sought after trombonists and arrangers in Atlanta 
and the Southeast. He is the author of Funderbone.com and the inventor of 
Blog Songs! Wes has written, performed and recorded with a wide array of 
national and internationally-renowned artists including John Driskell Hopkins, 
the Stiletto Brass Quintet, Jennifer Holliday, Band of Horses, Spoon, Jermaine 
Dupri, Cee Lo,The Boston Brass, Natalie Cole, Dallas Austin, SoShy, Kelis, India 
Arie, Slide Hampton, Joe Gransden, The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and the 
Atlanta Pops Orchestra. He has also been a featured performer at the Atlanta 
Dogwood Festival, Atlanta Jazz Festival, Atlanta Black Arts Festival, Candler Park 
Festival, Inman Park Festival, Montreux-Atlanta Jazz Festival, Jacksonville Jazz 
Festival, Montreux Jazz Festival and North Sea Jazz Festival.
Wes’ recording credits include So So Def Records, Atlantic Records, Verve 
Records, Colombia Records, Universal Records, Arista Records, Giant Step 
Records, the Cartoon Network and the Weather Channel. His arranging credits 
include music for Russell Gunn’s Krunk Jazz Orchestra, Jennifer Holliday, Ben 
van Dijk, Natalie Cole, Joe Gransden Big Band, the Georgia Brass Band, The 
Atlanta Jazz Orchestra, Kennesaw State University jazz ensemble, Georgia State 
University jazz ensemble and brass band, the Piedmont Trombone Society 
and the Tempest Little Big Band. Wes is also the leader and co-founder of the 
Funderhorns - a freelance commercial horn section that has recorded in some 
of the finest recording studios in the country.
As an educator Wes has given clinics and master classes at University of 
Georgia, Francis Marion University, The University of North Florida, Georgia 
State University, Columbus State University (Ga), the Mars Hill Low Brass Retreat, 
Tanglewood Music Camp and numerous high schools across the Southeast.
In 2007 Wes joined the faculty at Kennesaw State University as a jazz band director 
and in 2010 joined the faculty at Georgia State University as visiting lecturer in jazz 
studies. Wes earned his bachelor’s degree in trombone performance from the 
University of North Florida and his master’s degree in trombone performance with 
a concentration in jazz studies from Georgia State University.
Wes has served as a governor for the Atlanta chapter of the Recording 
Academy and a clinician and performing artist for Rath trombones.
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